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As news spread over the 
week of the Gloucester Fire-
works Fund being $7,500 
short of the $25,000 it takes 
to launch Saturday night’s 
show, Barry Pett says the 
people of Gloucester have 
been digging deep into their 
pockets: within days, that 
$7,000 shortage was shorter 
by some $4,000.

But the better news may 
be that at last count, with 
just $3,500 to go, the show 
is a go and the weather 
looks great, says Pett, who 
for years has spearheaded 
the Gloucester Foundation’s 
annual summer fireworks 
fundraising efforts.

Tom Lance, owner of The 
Brass Monkey shop on Main 
Street’s West End, “came 
through with a thousand 

dollar check as soon as he 
got the news,” says Pett.

Other  smal ler  dona-
tions have been pouring 
in online, says Pett, lots of 
them “High Fives,” the sug-
gested $5 amount for a fam-
ily contribution.

One donation, $20 in cash, 
was even delivered by bicy-
cle directly to Pett’s door. 
“The man’s wife had taken 
the car for the day,” said 
Pett, laughing, “and he was 
so concerned about getting 
the donation in that he ped-
aled over on his bike and 
delivered it by hand.”

Pett says he loves getting 
donations in all sizes and by 
any means delivered. At this 
point, the fastest way to give 
is by visiting theglouces-
terfund.org and clicking 

on “fireworks” to make a 
contribution. 

The annual end of sum-
mer Labor Day pyrotech-
nic extravaganza over the 
Outer Harbor —a grand 
finale to the city’s Schooner 
Festival — is  expected to 
attract the usual thousands 
of spectators to Stacy Boule-
vard after the Lighted Boat 
Parade. And that $25,000 
will also pay for a free con-
cert at the Blynman Bridge, 
all thanks to the largesse 
of local businesses and 
residents who have —in the 
case of the bicyclist, liter-
ally— put their pedal to the 
metal and put their money 
to work to make the magic 
happen. 

To make your tax-deduct-
ible donation, or “High 

Five” visit  theglouces-
terfund.org and click on 
“fireworks” to make a 
contribution.

Saturday night’s fireworks show is a go
BY JOANN MACKENZIE

Staff Writer Fund still working to raise $3,500 HOW TO HELP
The Gloucester Fund needs 
$3,500 more to pay for Sept. 2 
Labor Day weekend fireworks.
Tax-deductible donations can 
be made:
Online, by visiting theglouces-
terfund.org and clicking 
on “fireworks” to make a 
contribution.
By mail. Checks may be made 
out to the Gloucester Fund, 
with “fireworks” on the memo 
line, and sent to 45 Middle St., 
Gloucester, MA 01930.
More information is avail-
able from organizer Barry 
Pett. Messages may be left at 
978-281-2822.

Gloucester residents can 
see three schooners on the 
harbor every summer day, in 
the Adventure, the Ardelle 
and the Thomas E. Lannon.

“I don’t know how many 
c o m m u n i t i e s  c a n  s ay 
that,” Peter Webber, senior 
vice president of the Cape 
Ann Chamber of  Com-
merce, said, “and it’s some-
thing we should never take 
for granted.”

This weekend, however, 
the age of the schooner 
and Gloucester’s maritime 
heritage will come alive in 
a much bigger way, when 25 
of those historic sailing ves-
sels sail into the harbor for 
the 33rd annual Gloucester 
Schooner Festival, based 
at Maritime Gloucester on 
Harbor Loop and bring-
ing together schooners 
and crews from around the 

Northeast.
The event kicks off Fri-

day night, with a private 
reception hosted by Mayor 
Sefatia Romeo Theken at 
Maritime Gloucester and 
a related downtown Block 
Party on Gloucester’s Main 
Street. Saturday will ring 
in Maritime Gloucester 
Heritage Day, with  free 
admission to the maritime 
center  and tours of the 

center and Gloucester’s flag-
ship Adventure throughout 
the day.

Saturday night will bring 
a free concert on Stacy 
Boulevard, the annual Boat 
Parade of Lights down the 
Annisquam River and out 
across the harbor, and a 

25 tall ships to come sailing in
BY RAY LAMONT

Staff Writer Schooner Festival adds race for older vessels

DESI SMITH/Staff file photo
The Ardelle, left, a pinky schooner built by Essex shipwright 
Harold Burnham, and the Lettie G. Howard. built in Essex in 
1893, will sail together again in  Gloucester Harbor during the 
33rd annual Schooner Festival.

A project to replace the 
rails MBTA trains travel 
between Gloucester and 
Rockport is underway. 

The project started Mon-
day and will continue for 
five weeks during off-peak 
hours moving east from 
Gloucester, with track main-
tenance equipment stored in 
Rockport each night.

Passengers traveling 
between those communi-
ties are riding buses during 
the week until the work is 
complete.

The reason? The Massa-
chusetts Bay Transportation 

Authority and Keolis Com-
muter Services (KCS) added 
a long list of maintenance, 
safety, and infrastructure 
repair projects, including 
new track and grade cross-
ings, to complete while 
service was suspended this 
summer for the installation 
of positive train control 
systems.

They were left with less 
time to check off the items 
on their list after the PTC 
installation finished five 
weeks early, resulting in 
their inability to replace 
the rails and ties between 
Rockport and Gloucester.

“The track up there is over 

New MBTA 
rail being laid

BY MARY MARKOS

Staff Writer

5-week project also replacing ties 
between Gloucester, Rockport

Jessica Kagle comes 
by her need for money 
naturally.  

A natural born natural-
ist with a master’s degree 
from Harvard Graduate 
School of Education, Kagle 
runs Gloucester’s Kestrel 
Educational Adventures, 
a nonprofit she founded 12 
years ago. For the past three 
years, it has shared a lively 
headquarters in downtown 
Gloucester with Rick Roth 
and his nonprofit Cape 
Ann Vernal Pond Team of 

conservationists, beloved 
since 1990 by local kids 
for its snakes and wetland 
critters.

The name of their space, 

The Get Outside Center, 
tells you a lot —but not, by 
any means, all— about how 
these two teams of innova-
tive educators work, taking 

thousands of kids for a walk 
on the wild side to learn 
from nature about nature. 
That, and more, it has pas-
sionately and scientifically 
been doing, with the help 
of grants, program fees 
and local sponsors — most 
notably Gloucester resident 
Jeanne Nichols. A major 
donor whose generous 
annual support paid for the 
center’s initial overheads, 

CALL OF THE WILD

BY JOANN MACKENZIE

Staff Writer

Get Outside Center campaigns to keep doors open, lights on

MIKE SPRINGER/Staff photo
Five-year-old Audrey McAllister, left, and her sister Aine, 8, examine a young painted turtle Thursday at the Get Outside 
Center at 186 Main Street in Gloucester

HOW TO HELP
The Get Outside Center has 17 days to raise money through its 

Worthwild Crowdfunder campaign to keep in its center. Donors may 
contribute at www.worthwild.com/initiatives/70 or kestreleducation.
org/donate/

Kestrel Educational Adventures also has a sponsorship program 
for larger donors, at kestreleducation.org/become-a-sponsor/

More information is available by stopping in at The Get Out Center, 
196 Mains St., or contacting Kestrel Educational Adventures founder 
and program director Jessica Kagle at 978-515-7177 or jessica@kes-
treleducation.org

Check out a video

A weekend clash between 
a driver and a security guard 
at the entrance to Eastern 
Point Boulevard landed the 
guard in the hospital and 
has cast a renewed spotlight 
on the accessibility of the 
private road that leads to 
some of the city’s showcase 
properties.

The Sunday incident 
occurred when a security 
guard working at his post 
at the beginning of Eastern 
Point Boulevard stopped a 
75-year-old driver and told 
him the parking lot at the 
end of the point was full, 

so no other cars other than 
Point residents’ were being 
allowed in, according to 
separate incident reports 
from   Gloucester police 
Patrolman Alexander Aiello 
and Association of Eastern 
Point Residents security 
chief David Reardon.

The driver,  however, 
refused to stop, pulled for-
ward, and struck the guard 
on his left leg, knocking him 
backward, both reports indi-
cated. Even after hitting him, 
the guard said the driver con-
tinued to move forward and 
began berating him, saying 
that it was “a government 
road,” that he pays taxes, 

Irate driver strikes 
Eastern Point guard

BY RAY LAMONT

Staff Writer

Private road leads to public sites

Keolis/Courtesy photo
KCS crewmen work to remove the old, shiny rail and replace 
it with new, albiet rusty-looking, rail on the MBTA tracks 
between Gloucester and Rockport. The work is being done 
during off-park hours and commuters are being bused 
between the two communities.

 Schooner Festival  
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